TRAPPING FERAL CATS FOR SPAY/NEUTER
Before you Trap
Get cat used to going in and out of trap by tying up door and start feeding inside trap.  If it has sliding door in back, you can just pull back off.  Put food at beginning of trap and move back a little bit each day till cat is comfortable going in for its food.   Feed cat the same time every day while you are there to watch.  Never leave traps unattended while set as someone who does not like cats could have access to a trapped cat.  
Practice working the trap away from where you will trap so cat does not hear it.  Have an appointment before you trap.  There are low cost spay/neuter clinics available that operate on ferals.  Cut food off twenty-four hours before you trap. 

The day you trap, use canned Jack Mackerel, tuna fish or fried chicken.  Make a trail of two or three very small pieces and put more behind trip plate at back.  Do not put a lot of food in beginning of trap.
If your trap is the kind with sliding door on back, make sure the safety clip is always locked on it to prevent escape.
During Trapping
Never set trap unless you can be there to watch it.  As soon as you see cat is trapped, cover trap with large towel to keep cat calm.   Pick up trap, look at cat’s belly to make sure it is not a nursing mother.  If it is, it has to be let go or kittens could starve without her.
Keep cat in trap overnight in bathroom, garage, spare room.  Remove any food left in trap by 10:00 pm.  You can either shake it out through wires or put stick through wires to get out.  Never leave cat in trap outdoors.  Wild animals or people who do not like cats could endanger cat.

After Spay/Neuter
Recover cat in cage one day for male and three days for female.  Since you cannot see female’s suture, just make sure she is eating and using bathroom before releasing.  Do not release on extremely hot or cold days.  Try to recover longer if trapping in cold weather.  If cat has an abortion, recover five days.
Hard to Trap Cats
Try using catnip, sprinkle on trail of food and put some on ground in front of trap.  Rub between fingers to better release scent.  Heat up the bait so it will smell more enticing.
Camouflage trap under bushes or get parts of bushes to put on top and around. You can also put trap up against side of building and lean plywood over it (picture an Indian tee pee) and cat will not realize it’s walking into a trap.

Drop traps are also available from rescue groups, which are large traps designed so cat does not feel it is walking into something that will endanger it.
